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A British flag flies from a fortress in the 
town of Wajir, Kenya, 1962 (Life) 

The Gatehouse Gazette is an online magazine 
in publication since July 2008, dedicated to 
the speculative fiction genres of steampunk 
and dieselpunk. 
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EDITORIAL « 

FAREWELL TO 
EMPIRE 
BY NICK OTTENS 
 
Steampunk�ïs Victorian roots mean that 
it cannot, as a genre or a culture, escape 
Europe�ïs colonial past, wherever the 
adventure takes place. 

Neo-Victorianism isn�ït imperialist revival 
but does recreate the style and storytelling of an 
era in which England ruled a quarter of the world�ïs 
population. The romance of empire has been part 
of the steampunk ethos for more than a decade. 
Whether it�ïs imperialist adventure in the colonies 
or megalomania in old Blighty, the empire is 
always there, prominently or lurking in the 
shadows, when you�ïre entering the nineteenth 
century. 

Rather than trying to hide it because we�ïre 
anti-colonialists now, let�ïs be honest and upfront 
about the fact that we admire the pomp and spirit 
of the globetrotting Victorians. Once we identify 
what we like, we can confidently either discuss or 
ignore what we don�ït. The Victorians perpetrated a 
lot of wrongs after all but it�ïs ridiculous to pretend 
that steampunk wants nothing to do with empire 
because of it. 

Consider this final print edition of the 
Gatehouse Gazette an encouragement as well as a 
guide to the many possibilities for steampunk 
adventure that the age of imperialism has on offer. 

From short biographies of three Great White 
Hunters to steampunk fiction in Africa, this issue is 
designed to thoroughly entertain the nostalgic 
imperialists among us. We also have a review of 
two recent Space 1889 adventures which clearly 
demonstrate that empire hasn�ït to be confined to 
this Earth. Of course, Hilde Heyvaert provides the 
necessary fashion advise for when you�ïre planning 
an expedition to uncover whatever lost civilization 
while Marcus Rauchfu�é explores the capital of an 
empire that�ïs often overlooked. 

We also have two interviews, one with 
Simon R. Green, author of the neo-noir Nightside 
novels that have been extensively reviewed in 
previous editions of the Gazette, and another with 
Allegra Hawksmoor, until recently the chief editor 
of SteamPunk Magazine. Enjoy!                                    �� 

 
 
We will not accept letters to the editor anymore. Please visit our 
website to comment on something that’s written here. 

 


